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What is transition?
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004) de nes transition services as “a
coordinated set of activities for a child with disability that is designed within a result-oriented
process, that is focused on improving the academic and functional achievement of the child
with a disability to facilitate the child's movement from school to post-school activities,
including post-secondary education, vocational education, integrated employment (including
supported employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or
community participation."
*In the state of Pennsylvania, transition services will begin when a student turns 14 years old.
The IEP team can make a decision to start services earlier if deemed appropriate.

Transition Focus
Transition planning is an evolving and continuous process throughout your student’s
educational career, focusing on Post-Secondary Education, Career, and Independent Living
Skills. To help guide your student through the transition process, your student will be asked to
complete transition surveys, participate in bi-weekly transition classes and develop career
readiness skills by working within Smart Futures programming.
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Transition by Age
Starting the year your student turns 14, age-appropriate activities will be developed within your
students IEP that align with their post-secondary goals. Once developed, members of the IEP
team will work on the activities with your student in order to help them get one step closer to
reaching their future goals.
As a guide for you to begin thinking and planning for life after high school, download and print
the checklist below or download the app PA Planning for the Future for your mobile device.
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Use this checklist as a guide to help prepare for life after high school.
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Building Self-Determination and SelfAdovacay Skills in our Students
This school year, we are offering an exciting new opportunity to your child. As your student is
either entering into or already of transition age, we want to give your child the opportunity to
become more involved in the development of their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and
become an active member of their IEP team.
By providing students with opportunities to discover their strengths and challenges; how their
challenges and/or disability affects learning, how to identify the parts and contents of their
IEP; and give them the opportunity to be self-advocating; your student will be more prepared
for life in and out of school and in the community. The skills mentioned above are called selfdetermination skills. Self-determination skills are de ned as knowing yourself, knowing what
you want in your future and how to plan for it, as well as, knowing the supports you will need
to have control in your life.
More information coming soon via email.
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