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BULLYING
Reference:

The Matt Epling Safe School Law, Public Act 241 of 2011, as amended by Public Act 478 of
2014 (MCL § 380.1310b).

The Board believes that a safe and nurturing educational environment in school is necessary for
students to learn and achieve high academic standards. Therefore, it is the policy of the
Academy to provide a safe and nurturing environment for all of its students. Appropriate
behavior, treating others with civility and respect, and refusing to tolerate harassment or bullying
is expected of students, as well as administrators, faculty, staff, visitors, and volunteers.
BULLYING AND CYBERBULLYING ARE PROHIBITED
Bullying and cyberbullying of a student, whether by other students, staff, visitors, Board
members, parents, guests, contractors, vendors and volunteers, is prohibited. All pupils are
protected under this policy, and bullying and cyberbullying are prohibited without regard to its
subject matter or motivating animus.
DEFINITION OF BULLYING
"Bullying" means any written, verbal, or physical act, or any electronic communication, including,
but not limited to, cyberbullying, that is intended or that a reasonable person would know is
likely to harm one (1) or more pupils either directly or indirectly by doing any of the following:
A.

Substantially interfering with the educational opportunities, benefits, or programs
of one (1) or more pupils.

B.

Adversely affecting the ability of a pupil to participate in or benefit from the school
district's or public school's educational programs or activities by placing the pupil
in reasonable fear of physical harm or by causing substantial emotional distress.

C.

Having an actual and substantial detrimental effect on a pupil's physical or
mental health.

D.

Causing substantial disruption in, or substantial interference with, the orderly
operation of the school.

"Cyberbullying" means any electronic communication that is intended or that a reasonable
person would know is likely to harm one (1) or more pupils either directly or indirectly by doing
any of the following:
A.

Substantially interfering with the educational opportunities, benefits, or programs
of one (1) or more pupils.

8.

Adversely affecting the ability of a pupil to participate in or benefit from the school
district's or public school's educational programs or activities by placing the pupil
in reasonable fear of physical harm or by causing substantial emotional distress.

C.

Having an actual and substantial detrimental effect on a pupil's physical or
mental health.
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