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HST106: World History (Credit Recovery) 
 

Course Overview 
 
Students are able to gain credit if they have previously completed this course, but did not 
successfully earn credit. For each unit, students take a diagnostic test that assesses their 
current knowledge of fundamental content. The results of these tests help students create 
individualized study plans. This course traces the development of civilizations around the world 
from prehistory to the present, with a special emphasis on key periods and primary sources. 
The course covers major events in world history, including the development and influence of 
human-geographic relationships, political and social structures, economics, science and 
technology, and the arts. Students investigate the major religions and belief systems throughout 
history and learn about the importance of trade and cultural exchange. Other topics include the 
development of agriculture, the spread of democracy, the rise of nation states, the industrial era, 
the spread of imperialism, and the issues and conflicts of the twentieth century. 
 
Course Length: Two semesters 
Materials: None 
Prerequisites: Student completed the course or its equivalent, but did not receive credit; 
teacher/school counselor recommendation required 
 

Course Outline 
 
SEMESTER ONE 
 
Unit 1: Civilization Begins 
The human story begins in the distant past, long before written language. Many details of our 
earliest history remain unknown. But tantalizing clues buried in the earth have helped shape a 
fascinating tale. The earliest people lived by hunting animals and gathering wild food. After the 
discovery of farming, they settled down. They built towns, which grew into cities. And they faced 
difficult questions. Who would perform important tasks, like growing crops and building canals? 
Who would be in charge? How should society organize itself? And how will people remember 
their own history? The answers, as well as brand-new questions, arose with the world’s first 
civilizations. 
 

 Semester Introduction 
 Finding Our Past 
 Settling Down 
 The First Civilization 
 The Gift of the Nile 
 Civilization on the Nile 
 Early Civilizations in India and China 
 Looking at Civilizations 
 The First Empires 
 Egypt Builds an Empire 
 Expanding Empires 

 



 
 

© 2011 K12 Inc. All rights reserved. K12
®
, as registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and the K12 Star Logo are trademarks and service marks of Web Names, Inc., both of  2 

which are used by K12 Inc. pursuant to a license. Copying or distributing without K12’s written consent is prohibited 

Unit 2: Civilizations Flourish 
Mighty empires dominated vast regions, but after 1500 B.C., small kingdoms flourished, too. 
The Hebrews, founders of Judaism, followed the Fertile Crescent to Canaan. The Aryans settled 
in northern India and introduced the ideas that became Hinduism. Centuries later, India saw the 
rise of Buddhism and in China, a great teacher named Confucius introduced a philosophy that 
has shaped the lives of millions. The classical eras in India and China set enduring artistic 
standards. 
 

 The Hebrews and Early Judaism 
 South Asia and Hinduism  
 The Birth of Buddhism  
 India's Golden Age  
 Classical China and Confucianism  
 China's Dynasties  
 Exploring Further  

 
Unit 3: The Western Classical World 
Two civilizations on the northern Mediterranean Sea shaped the Western world. Classical 
Greece produced arts and sciences whose impact is still evident. Moreover, they invented 
democracy. Greek achievements inspired the Romans, who reached new heights in engineering 
and created the framework for representative government. During the early years of the Roman 
Empire, a new religion emerged in a distant eastern outpost of Rome’s vast territory. Eventually 
embraced by Rome, the faith based on the teachings of Jesus would long survive the empire. 
The legacy of classical Greece and Rome remains strong today. 
 

 Greek Beginnings 
 Rival City-States 
 War, Glory, and Decline 
 Greek Art and Literature 
 Lovers of Wisdom 
 Alexander the Great 
 The Roman Republic 
 Rome's Expansion and Crisis 
 From Republic to Empire 
 Roman Society and Culture 
 The Rise of Christianity 
 The Roman Empire Crumbles 

 
Unit 4: Regional Civilizations and Cultures 
Civilization developed in different parts of the world at different times. Some civilizations built on 
earlier civilizations; some developed in isolation. In Africa and the Americas, civilizations 
developed long after the complex societies of East Asia and the Mediterranean did. In Asia 
Minor, Byzantine civilization rose from the remains of the Roman Empire and kept alive the 
Greco Roman legacy while developing a unique culture and influencing a vast new country, 
Russia. In the same region, the new religion of Islam gave rise to a new empire whose 
achievements helped shaped the modern world. 
 

 North African Societies 
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 South of the Sahara 
 Societies in the Americas 
 The Byzantine Empire 
 Byzantine Brilliance 
 Byzantine Civilization 
 The Rise of Islam 
 The Spread of Islam 

 
Unit 5: Regional Transitions 
In seventh-century China, many years of conflict and division gave way to a long period of 
accomplishment and innovation. But the peace was shattered in the 1200s by fierce nomadic 
invaders—the Mongols. Meanwhile, in Korea and Japan, people built on Chinese influences to 
develop their own distinct cultures. 
 
In Europe, the Roman Empire was gone. Tribes and rulers competed for territory, and 
Christianity continued to spread. The Middle Ages had begun, a time that is often called an “Age 
of Faith.” How did the Christian church provide a source of social unity during the Middle Ages? 
What explains the church's increasing political power? 
 

 China’s Tang Dynasty 
 China’s Song Dynasty 
 The Silk Road 
 The Mongols 
 Charlemagne Forges an Empire  
 Life in the Middle Ages 
 The Crusades 
 Europe on the Edge of Change 
 The Culture of the Middle Ages 
 The Rise of Monarchs 
 Limits 
 Crises and Character 

 
Unit 6: Patterns of Civilization 
As the Middle Ages continued in Europe, large empires were developing elsewhere in the world. 
In Africa, prosperous trading kingdoms, fueled by their trade in gold, grew into empires. Muslim 
traders brought their religion and culture along with their goods to the people of sub-Saharan 
Africa, and East African cities welcomed traders from all corners of the known world. 
 
Meanwhile, three new Islamic empires emerged to rule much of Asia, bringing together diverse 
cultural, ethnic, and religious traditions. China and Japan took a different path, as rulers in those 
countries closed their flourishing empires to outside contact. 
 

 West African Kingdoms 
 Eastern and Southern African Kingdoms 
 New Muslim Empires 
 China’s Ming Dynasty 
 An Isolated China 
 Japan’s Tokugawa Shogunate 
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 Looking Back 
 
Unit 7: Changing Worlds 
As the Middle Ages wore on in Europe and mighty empires rose and fell in Africa and Asia, 
great changes appeared on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. In Mesoamerica, people built 
lavish cities and erected huge temples. Eventually, these people fell under the control of the 
Aztecs. In South America, the Inca built a great empire high in the Andes Mountains. What were 
the people of the Americas like? What happened to them when Europeans arrived? 
 
Meanwhile, Italian city-states once devastated by plague prospered through trade with 
Byzantine and Muslim traders. The exchange brought new ideas to Europe. How did these new 
ideas lead to great changes? 
 

 The Aztec Empire 
 The Empire of the Inca 
 The Renaissance Begins in Italy 
 Artistic Genius 
 Beyond Italy 
 The Elizabethan Age 

 
Unit 8: Semester Review and Test 
Students review what they have learned and take the semester test. 
 
SEMESTER TWO 
 
Unit 1: Entering the Modern Era 
What do we mean by the Modern Era? The European Renaissance brought new ideas and 
discoveries. Spurred by the desire for riches, adventure, and knowledge, Europeans launched 
an age of exploration. They found a world entirely new to them. The transformations in thinking 
that characterized the Renaissance and Age of Exploration extended to religious thought as 
well. The Protestant Reformation brought conflict and cultural changes. 
 
What were the consequences of new global connections? What impact did such dramatic 
changes in religious practices have? By 1700, the world was a very different place from what it 
had been in 1500. 
 

 Semester Introduction  
 Europeans Set Sail  
 Conquest and Colonies  
 Global Contact  
 The Results of Global Contact  
 The Protestant Reformation  
 The Catholic Reformation  
 Religious Wars and the Rise of Absolutism  
 England's Monarchy and Its Limits  

 
Unit 2: Revolution and Empire 
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Many historians say the modern world was born in the 1500s. It was then that a revolution in the 
way scholars looked at the natural world led to the scientific method and to modern science and 
mathematics. That change in thought processes, and the natural laws of science that followed, 
spilled into other areas of life. Political thinkers began to apply the idea of natural law to society 
and government. What came to be known as the Enlightenment, in turn, helped spur political 
revolutions in Britain’s North American colonies, in France and across Europe, and in Latin 
America. The modern world had taken shape. 
 

 The Scientific Revolution  
 The Enlightenment  
 The American Revolution  
 The French Revolution  
 Radical Revolution  
 The Age of Napoleon  
 Latin American Independence Movements  
 Nationalism in Europe  

 
Unit 3: Changing Expectations 
Beginning in 1750, Western societies began transforming in an era we know as the Industrial 
Revolution. New machines allowed manufacturers to produce goods quickly and efficiently. New 
forms of transportation and communication connected people, cargo, and information as never 
before. New inventions eased life for many, and new ways of doing business led to a growing 
middle class. 
 
For millions, however, the Industrial Revolution brought terrible living conditions and dangerous 
work in smoke-belching factories. It also led industrializing nations to seek resources and 
markets in other lands, launching a new era of imperialism. 
 

 The Industrial Revolution Begins in England  
 The Industrial Revolution Spreads  
 The Second Industrial Revolution  
 Business, Labor, and a New Middle Class  
 New Ways of Thinking  
 A Rising Standard of Living  
 European Scramble for Empire  
 Asia Divided  
 Non-European Nations Compete  

 
Unit 4: War, Revolution, and Crisis 
Although the twentieth century dawned with optimism and confidence, tensions soon arose 
among European nations. Their race for arms and territory would lead to the most terrible war 
the world had ever seen—the Great War. What were the costs of the Great War? What would 
result from the peace treaty ending the conflict? 
 
Before the Great War ended, a Communist revolution transformed Russia. Nationalism in India 
and the Middle East sparked protests against colonial rule after the war and brought change. By 
the 1930s, the world faced a new crisis—an economic depression that had started in the United 
States and spread around the globe. What changes would arise out of this crisis? 
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 Toward a World War  
 The Great War  
 The Tide Turns  
 War's End  
 The Russian Revolution  
 India Takes a Different Path  
 Nationalism in the Middle East  
 The Great Depression  
 Responding to Depression  
 The Rise of Dictators  

 
Unit 5: World War II Reshapes the World 
When the First World War ended in 1918, many tensions and problems were left unresolved. In 
1939, lingering tensions and resentments erupted into another worldwide war, which was even 
more destructive than the Great War. 
 
World War II began with Hitler’s attempts to create a massive German empire in Europe. The 
war ended only after nearly six years of devastation and death. Germany was defeated, but the 
cost was enormous. Millions had died around the world and millions more in Hitler’s campaign 
of genocide. And the world faced a new reality—a bomb capable of unimaginable destruction. 
 

 Aggression, Appeasement, and War  
 The Allies Turn the Tide  
 Discovering the Horror  
 The Allied Victory  
 Securing the Peace  
 The Cold War Begins  
 The Cold War Spreads  
 The West in the Postwar  
 Beyond the Cold War  

 
Unit 6: The Contemporary World 
In recent decades, the world has changed at a dizzying pace. Latin American nations fought to 
expand their economies, but many fell prey to dictators and outside intervention. In China, 
communism spurred industrialization but destroyed lives and traditions. Elsewhere in Asia and 
in Africa, colonialism collapsed in the face of strong nationalist independence movements, but 
many new nations fell into civil, tribal, and religious wars. In some regions, extremists turned to 
terrorism in response to poverty and anger. Nevertheless, democracy is growing worldwide, and 
the future presents not only challenges, but promise. 
 

 Postwar Latin America  
 Dictators in Control  
 Directions in Latin America  
 Preparing a Presentation  
 China Since 1945  
 South Asia Since 1945  
 Southeast Asia Since 1945  
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 East Asia Since 1945  
 The End of Colonialism in Africa  
 Challenges in Modern Africa  
 New Nations in the Middle East  
 Ongoing Struggles in the Middle East  
 New Threats and Responses  

 
Unit 7: Looking Back and Ahead 
One of the most significant trends today is globalization—the increasing interaction and 
integration of the world’s economies and cultures. Beginning in the 1990s, advances in 
computer technology accelerated globalization. Other technological advances have led to a 
slow but steady improvement in the standards of living worldwide. Despite these advances, 
poverty, hunger, and disease remain major challenges. 
 

 Wrapping Up  
 Global Interaction and Interdependence  
 Social and Environmental Challenges  
 Technology, Science, and the Standard of Living  
 Finalizing the Project  

 
Unit 8: Semester Review and Test 
Students review what they have learned and take the semester test. 


