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> Visit K12.com/powerspeak to 

try a free demo featuring 
our most popular courses. 
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1 powerspeaK12

Effective, proven world language curriculum for grades 3-12

K12, the nation’s leading provider of online learning programs for the K-12 
market, now offers an exceptional online world language curriculum, 
powerspeaK12—already a leader in providing world language curriculum for 
schools and independent learners. 

Supplemental language courses
Whether you’re responsible for world language learning in a district, or one or 
more public, independent, or charter schools, we offer solutions for many of the 
challenges you face as a school administrator. 

•	� A comprehensive set of 29 courses and a broad selection of the most popular 
languages enable you to fill gaps or expand your curriculum offering at the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels (grades 3-12). powerspeaK12 AP 
language courses allow you to cost-effectively meet the needs of students 
seeking college prep courses.

•	�� powerspeaK12 courses meet the national standards outlined by the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), the nation’s preeminent 
organization dedicated to the improvement and expansion of language instruction 
and learning.

•	�� powerspeaK12’s accreditation by the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools 
(NAAS) ensures quality learning while facilitating the granting and transfer of 
credit to other accredited educational institutions.

•	� powerspeaK12 courses can be used as self-paced, independent study courses 
or as teacher-supported courses. Highly qualified, fully certified teachers are 
available through powerspeaK12, allowing you to easily expand the range of 
courses you offer without additional staffing concerns.

•	� The online delivery format allows courses to be taught or taken in a 
classroom, computer lab, or student’s home, providing flexibility to meet 
teachers’ and students’ scheduling and pacing needs.
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Developed specifically for kids means effective for kids
Some language learning programs marketed for children and teens are really adult 
programs that have essentially been repackaged and re-marketed for students. Not 
powerspeaK12. powerspeaK12 courses were designed from the start for kids, 
whose young minds are still open to learning a language as a native speaker. This 
is important because by the time we are adults, the language “compartments” in our 
brains have narrowed, diminishing our ability to comfortably learn a language like a 
native speaker. powerspeaK12 taps into, and capitalizes on, the innate ability that kids 
possess to learn languages quickly and easily.

Distinguishing features help students succeed
The powerspeaK12 world language courses have numerous distinguishing features 
that set them apart and help to ensure a successful learning experience for your 
students in grades 3-12. powerspeaK12 courses:

•	� Simulate natural language learning, enabling students to pick up the new 
language in much the same way they picked up their primary language

•	� Leverage multiple methods of teaching, encouraging multi-sensory learning and 
reinforcing connections through the use of rich graphics, audio, video, and music 

•	� Include engaging, age-appropriate content, games, and culturally relevant 
activities, helping students to enjoy their studies and remain highly motivated

•	 �Include tests and the option of enabling students to receive full academic 
credit, ensuring that students receive the ongoing practice, feedback, and 
academic recognition they require

•	 �Reward students as they learn, allowing them to accumulate points through an 
integrated, avatar-based reward system. Points can be redeemed for online prizes, 
keeping students engaged and eager to progress

•	� Guide students toward proficiency, reinforcing listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills with increasing emphasis as students progress through course levels

•	� Support delivery through qualified teachers or as independent study, 
enabling you to choose what works best for your district and your students. 
Fully certified powerspeaK12 teachers are available to fill gaps or augment your 
teaching staff, as needed.
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• Elementary School

Elementary Spanish 1 
This course for beginners with little exposure to foreign languages is geared toward 
younger minds that are still especially receptive to language learning through 
contextual interpretation and imitation. Highly visual and amusing stories and 
activities are geared toward these developing students, encouraging them to begin 
telling stories themselves. This course is not just a set of language lessons, but 
an appealing adventure for young minds, rich with all new graphics, games and 
engaging interactive activities. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps 
learners motivated and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, songs, por favor and 
gracias and other expressions of daily courtesy, simple storytelling, and free-response 
questions. Vocabulary starts with numbers from 1-10, animals, and shapes before 
moving into days of the week, seasons, colors, fruits and vegetables, simple directions, 
and useful “around town” expressions. Grammar moves from simple sentence 
construction, first- and third-person verbs, and indefinite articles to demonstrative 
pronouns, simple conjunctions, simple possession, and ser and estar. Students also 
begin to encounter the third-person past tense, imperative verbs, and second-person 
present-tense verbs. 

Cultural topics introduce the geography and customs of Spanish-speaking countries. 

Materials: A Spanish-English dictionary is recommended but not required.

Elementary Spanish 2 
The adventure story continues to build upon the base of vocabulary and linguistic 
structures introduced in Elementary Spanish 1. Interactive activities and increasingly 
challenging games continue to drive students toward a strong set of intermediate 
language skills. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated 
and eager to progress. 

Communication expressions include social exchanges, more complex storytelling, 
songs, recipes, word puzzles, and interrogative words. Vocabulary includes advanced 
family- and animal-related words and a review of numbers. Poems, stories, and songs 
are used throughout. Grammar moves from negative and reflexive verbs and third-
person plural present verbs to noun-adjective agreement, first-person past-tense 
verbs, and the plural imperative. 

Cultural topics include cuisine, climate, geography, and history. 

Materials: A Spanish-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
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Elementary French 1 
This course for beginners with little exposure to foreign languages is geared toward 
younger minds, still especially receptive to language learning through contextual 
interpretation and imitation. Highly visual and amusing stories and activities are 
gearded toward these developing students, encouraging them to begin telling 
stories themselves. This course is not just a set of language lessons, but an appealing 
adventure for young minds, rich with all new graphics, games and engaging 
interactive activities. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners 
motivated and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, oui and non, s’il vous 
plaît and merci and other familiar phrases, songs, simple storytelling, and description 
activities. Vocabulary starts with animals, shapes, and colors and moves to fruits, 
farm-related words, body parts, family words, and numbers. Grammar topics include 
simple nouns, first-, second-, and third-person present-tense verbs for simple questions, 
basic third-person past-tense verbs, interrogative words, simple conjunctions, articles, 
prepositions, and introductory imperative and infinitive verb forms. 

Cultural topics introduce the geographies and customs of French-speaking countries. 

Materials: A French-English dictionary is recommended but not required.

Elementary French 2 
The adventure story continues to build upon the base of vocabulary and linguistic 
structures introduced in Elementary French 1. Interactive activities and increasingly 
challenging games continue to drive students toward a strong set of intermediate 
language skills. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated 
and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include a wider array of social greetings and more 
complex storytelling and songs. Vocabulary expands with more terms related to 
animals, body parts, colors, familial relationships, and numbers. Grammar moves from 
second- and third-person plural present-tense forms, prepositional phrases, and more 
first- and third-person present-tense forms to additional conjunctions, reflexive verbs, 
imperatives, and past-tense forms. 

Cultural topics include cuisine, climate, geography, and history.  

Materials: A French-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
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Elementary German 1
This course for beginners with little exposure to foreign languages is geared for younger 
minds, still especially receptive to language learning through contextual interpretation 
and imitation. Highly visual and amusing stories and activities are geared for these 
developing students, encouraging them to begin telling stories themselves. This course 
is not just a set of language lessons, but an appealing adventure for young minds, rich 
with all new graphics, games, and engaging interactive activities. An integrated, 
game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, ja and nein, danke and 
bitte and other familiar phrases, songs, simple storytelling, and description activities. 
Vocabulary starts with animals, body parts, numbers, shapes, small objects, and colors, 
before moving on to food, farm-related words, useful “around town” expressions, and 
household terminology. Grammar starts with simple nouns, first-, second-, and third-
person present-tense verbs, direct and indirect articles, the conjunction und, the 
pluralization of nouns, third-person plural present-tense verbs, third-person past-tense 
verbs, simple prepositions, and expressions conveying “there is,” “there are,” “isn’t,”  
and “will be.” 

Cultural topics introduce the geographies and customs of German-speaking 
countries, with a special focus on German-speaking Switzerland. 

Materials: A German-English dictionary is recommended but not required.

Elementary German 2 
The adventure story continues to build upon the base of vocabulary and linguistic 
structures introduced in Elementary German 1. Interactive activities and increasingly 
challenging games continue to drive students toward a strong set of intermediate 
language skills. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated 
and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include a wider array of social greetings, introductions, 
simple commands, suggestions, questions, German folk songs, and enhanced 
storytelling. Vocabulary expands to include the domains of animals, body parts, 
numbers, shapes, small objects, familial relationships, food, cooking, and new words 
useful for telling stories such as “The Three Little Pigs” and “Chicken Little” in German. 
Grammar adds more third-person present-tense verbs, direct and indirect articles, and 
the conjunction aber, progressing toward new third-person plural present-tense forms, 
third-person past-tense verbs, additional prepositions, and expressions conveying 
“very.” Students are also exposed to the simple future tense in the third person.

Cultural topics include cuisine, climate, geography, and history. 

Materials: A German-English dictionary is recommended but not required.



Elementary Latin 1
Latin remains a vital tool in improving students’ fundamental understanding of 
English and other languages. While being, in the strictest sense, a “dead” language, 
Latin comes alive in this course through the use of gaming and multimedia 
techniques, creating the foundation for a deep understanding of cultural, political, 
and literary history. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners 
motivated and eager to progress. 

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, familiar phrases, 
relationships, cause and effect, likes and dislikes, and questions. Vocabulary progresses 
from animals, body parts, family relationships, colors, food, plants, and numbers to 
small objects, shapes, and household words. Grammar begins with simple sentence 
construction, first- and third-person verbs, demonstrative pronouns, conjunctions, and 
simple possession before moving on to basic third-person past-tense and imperative 
forms, as well as certain second-person present-tense forms.

Cultural topics introduce the history of the Latin language, and daily practices as well 
as military, political, and artistic aspects of the Roman Empire. 

Materials: A Latin-English dictionary is recommended but not required.

6
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• Middle School

powerspeaK12 utilizes its level I high school courses for middle school, using the 
following approach:

Middle School Spanish 1--------------------------------- >  Spanish I, Semester 1
Middle School Spanish 2--------------------------------- >  Spanish I, Semester 2
Middle School French 1---------------------------------- >  French I, Semester 1 
Middle School French 2---------------------------------- >  French I, Semester 2
Middle School German 1-------------------------------- >  German I, Semester 1 
Middle School German 2-------------------------------- >  German I, Semester 2
Middle School Chinese 1-------------------------------- >  Chinese I, Semester 1 
Middle School Chinese 2-------------------------------- >  Chinese I, Semester 2
Middle School Latin 1------------------------------------- >  Latin I, Semester 1 
Middle School Latin 2------------------------------------- >  Latin I, Semester 2
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• High School

Spanish I
Students begin their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks 
in four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic 
vocabulary, not only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly 
to oral production. Vocabulary and grammar topics are introduced in an ongoing 
adventure story that prompts students to use skills from all four language-learning 
areas. Students learn fundamental grammar as embedded in authentic spoken 
language. Cultural information covers major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and 
the Americas. All-new graphics, video, and games keep students engaged, making 
learning languages exciting. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps 
learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Spanish-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: None
Note: Students who have already succeeded in Middle School Spanish 2 should 
enroll in Spanish II (below) rather than in Spanish I.

Spanish II
In this continuing introduction to Spanish, students deepen their focus on four key 
skills in foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, 
and writing. A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while 
activities prompt students to analyze meaning from context, and then to reproduce 
new vocabulary in real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses and idiomatic 
expressions are also introduced. As in Spanish I, students learn grammar through 
supplemental texts supplying traditional charts, tables, and explanations. Cultural 
information addresses Spanish as it is used around the globe. All-new graphics, 
video, and games keep students engaged, making learning languages exciting. An 
integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Spanish-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: Spanish I, or equivalent
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Spanish III
Intermediate Spanish students who have a strong base in vocabulary, speaking, 
and listening skills reach a new level of mastery and fluency in this course. Through 
games and compelling stories, students learn advanced grammar and vocabulary, 
with an emphasis on correct accents and comprehension of real-world native speech. 
Error-recognition technology helps students eliminate common mistakes from their 
speaking and writing. All-new graphics, video, and games keep students engaged, 
making learning languages exciting. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps 
learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Spanish-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: Spanish II, or equivalent

AP Spanish Language
In AP Spanish Language, students perfect their Spanish speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing skills. They study vocabulary, grammar, and cultural aspects of the language, 
applying what they’ve learned in extensive written and spoken exercises. By the end of 
the course, students will have an expansive vocabulary and a solid working knowledge 
of all Spanish verb forms and tenses. The equivalent of a college-level language course, 
AP Spanish Language prepares students for the AP exam and for further study of 
Spanish language, culture, and literature. An integrated, game-based reward system 
keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Spanish-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: Spanish III (or equivalent) and a teacher/counselor recommendation

French I
Students begin their introduction to French with fundamental building blocks in four 
key areas of foreign-language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic vocabulary, not 
only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly to oral production. 
An ongoing adventure story introduces vocabulary and grammar topics, prompting 
students to use skills from the four language-learning areas. Students learn fundamental 
grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language. All new graphics, video, and 
games keep students engaged, making learning languages exciting. An integrated, 
game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters  |  Prerequisites: None
Materials: A French-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Note: Students who have already succeeded in Middle School French 2 should enroll 
in French II (below) rather than in French I.
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French II
In this continuing introduction to French, students deepen their focus on four key 
skills in foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, 
and writing. A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while 
activities prompt students to analyze meaning from context, reproducing new 
vocabulary items in functional real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses and 
idiomatic expressions are also introduced. As in French I, students learn grammar 
through supplemental texts supplying traditional charts, tables, and explanations. All 
new graphics, video, and games keep students engaged, making learning languages 
exciting. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and 
eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A French-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: French I, or equivalent

French III
Intermediate French students who have a strong base in vocabulary, speaking, and 
listening skills reach a new level of mastery and fluency in this course. Through 
games and compelling stories, students learn advanced grammar and vocabulary, 
with an emphasis on correct accents and comprehension of real-world native speech. 
Error-recognition technology helps students eliminate common mistakes from their 
speaking and writing. All new graphics, video, and games keep students engaged, 
making learning languages exciting. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps 
learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A French-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: French II, or equivalent

AP French Language
In AP French Language, students apply their French grammar and vocabulary 
knowledge, as well as their listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills to a wide 
variety of real-world contexts. Students learn to speak fluently and accurately, write 
sophisticated compositions, and comprehend native speakers. The equivalent of 
a college-level language course, AP French Language prepares students for the AP 
exam and for further study of French language, culture, and literature. An integrated, 
game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A French-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: French III (or equivalent) and a teacher/counselor recommendation
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German I
Students begin their introduction to German with fundamental building blocks in four 
key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic vocabulary, not 
only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly to oral production. 
An ongoing adventure story introduces vocabulary and grammar topics, prompting 
students to use skills from the four language-learning areas. Students learn fundamental 
grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language. All-new graphics, video, and 
games keep students engaged, making learning languages exciting. An integrated, 
game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A German-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: None
Note: Students who have already succeeded in Middle School German 2 should 
enroll in German II (below) rather than in German I.

German II
In this continuing introduction to German, students deepen their focus on four key 
skills in foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, 
and writing. A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while 
activities prompt students to analyze meaning from context, and then reproduce 
new vocabulary items in functional real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses 
and idiomatic expressions are also introduced. As in German I, students learn grammar 
through supplemental texts supplying traditional charts, tables, and explanations. All 
new graphics, video, and games keep students engaged, making learning languages 
exciting. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and 
eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A German-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: German I, or equivalent



Latin I
The Latin I course allows the students to learn an ancient, “dead” language in a 
modern, lively manner. The course includes the fundamental building blocks of foreign 
language study: reading, writing, listening comprehension, and speaking. Students 
learn Latin vocabulary while enhancing their own vocabulary through derivatives 
with common Latin roots and are exposed to a wide range of grammar patterns that 
bolster their understanding of how languages work. They learn to compose Latin 
sentences from simple to complex. Students compare and contrast Roman cultural 
practices, products, and perspectives with other cultures. Student progress is assessed 
in proficiency through quizzes, tests, and speaking/writing submissions. Each week 
the students learn new vocabulary and a grammar concept, followed by numerous 
interactive games, reinforcing vocabulary and grammar. The students complete 
reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking, and writing activities based 
on the weekly theme. Cultural presentations covering significant aspects of Roman 
culture provide the student with an opportunity to get to know the ancient Romans 
and understand the impact that this “dead” language and culture has on them to this 
day! The course has been carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL 
(the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages).

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Latin-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: None
Note: Students who have already succeeded in Middle School Latin 2 should 
enroll in Latin II (below) rather than in Latin I.
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Latin II
The Latin II course continues the study of the ancient language in a modern manner. 
The course is centered around mythology. Every two weeks a new myth, written in 
Latin, is introduced, which drives the weekly vocabulary, grammar lessons, and culture 
lessons. The weekly lessons stress the fundamental building blocks of foreign language 
study: reading, writing, listening comprehension, and speaking. The students read 
and translate the myths each week. The students write, both in Latin and in English, 
given prompts based on the myths they are studying. The students listen to the 
myths read aloud to them and are asked comprehension questions based on these 
lessons. The students are asked to do Latin tongue twisters and recite nursery rhymes 
in Latin in order to practice speaking in Latin. The students continue to improve their 
English vocabulary through the study of derivatives. The students continue to learn 
more complex Latin grammar and are introduced to more aspects of Roman culture. 
The students’ progress is assessed weekly through quizzes and speaking/writing 
submissions. The students are given opportunities to compare and contrast the stories 
they are translating and learning in Latin with more modern stories from different 
cultures as this “dead” language comes alive in a virtual setting! The course has been 
carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages).

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Latin-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: Latin I, or equivalent

Chinese I
Students use compelling stories, games, videos, and multimedia experiences in 
this introduction to Chinese. They learn the elegant simplicity of Chinese grammar 
and the subtleties of Chinese pronunciation through entertaining lessons that 
give a base of conversational ability and listening comprehension. Students build 
a foundation for reading and writing in the Chinese language through an adaptive 
technology that lets them choose an approach that works best for them. All-new 
graphics, video, and games keep students engaged, making learning languages 
exciting. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and 
eager to progress.

Course length: Two semesters
Materials: A Chinese-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
Prerequisites: None
Note: Students who have already succeeded in Middle School Chinese 2 should 
enroll in Chinese II (below) rather than in Chinese I.
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chineSe ii

Students continue with engaging stories, games, videos, and multimedia 
experiences in this second level of Chinese. Students further their understanding 
of Chinese grammar and pronunciation through lessons refi ning previous practice 
of conversational ability and listening comprehension. Innovative cultural videos and 
lessons build awareness of the rich legacy of Chinese culture. Students expand their 
foundation for reading and writing in Chinese through adaptive technology, providing 
opportunities to generate fun narratives, a range of well-formed sentences refl ecting a 
solid grasp of grammar structures, and a wide vocabulary. All new graphics, video, and 
games keep students engaged, making learning languages exciting. An integrated, 
game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

CouRSe LenGTH: Two semesters
MATeRIALS: A Chinese-English dictionary is recommended but not required.
PReRequISITeS: Chinese I, or equivalent

the powerspeaK12 difference

powerspeaK12 doesn’t rely exclusively on a “listen and repeat,” “trial and error,” or 
“rote memorization” approach to teaching new languages. Rather, powerspeaK12 
off ers what no other language program does—an optimal mix of innovative, 
yet proven, teaching methods that are integrated and woven together for 
an unrivaled learning experience. This successful blend of best practices evolved 
following decades of research by renowned world language professor Dr. Robert 
W. Blair. While powerspeaK12 courses are continuously improved and enhanced to 
refl ect the latest language conventions and disciplines, the roots of such creativity, 
innovation, and experimentation remain planted in the best research available on 
true native language learning.


