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The official date of Earth Day is April 22 and the first Earth Day was held on that date in 1970.  Earth Day is considered the birth of the 
modern environmental movement in the United States.  At the time, Americans were powering their massive V8 sedans with leaded 
gasoline. Industry belched out smoke and sludge with little fear of legal consequences or even bad press.  Air pollution was commonly 
accepted as the smell of prosperity.  
 
Earth Day turned all that around.  On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans took to the streets and parks and auditoriums to demonstrate 
on behalf of a healthy, sustainable environment.  Denis Hayes, the national coordinator and his youthful staff organized massive coast-to-
coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and universities held protests against the deterioration of the environment.  Groups that had been 
fighting against oil spills, raw sewage, toxic dumps, heavily-polluting factories and power plants, pesticides, freeways, the loss of 
wilderness and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values.  Denis Hayes now serves as President of the 
Board of Directors for Earth Day Network. 
 
Earth Day achieved a rare political alignment, enlisting support from both major political parties, rich and poor, urban dwellers and 
farmers, businesses and labor leaders.  The first Earth Day led to the creation of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the passage 
of the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act. 
 
In 1990, Earth Day went global, with 200 million people from 141 nations participating. Thousands of activities took place worldwide, 
including demonstrations, tree plantings, Earth Fairs, river clean-ups, cultural events and government-sponsored initiatives. This 
international groundswell of concern for the environment elevated the status of environmental issues on the world stage and led some 
governments to create agencies for environmental protection. 
 
Now, 37 years after the first Earth Day, we face the worldwide crisis of global warming.  Daily, we see and hear news stories about 
climate change and the consequences if we don’t act now to curb our consumption of fossil fuels.  Here are some ways you can help this 
Earth Day and all year round: 

Project Switch: Change your light bulbs 
Buy energy efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) that last for years, use a quarter of the energy of regular bulbs and actually 
produce more light.  They use at least 2/3 less energy than standard incandescent bulbs to provide the same amount of light, and last up 
to 10 times longer.  CFLs cost more up front but you save $30 or more in energy costs over each bulb’s lifetime 

Drive your car differently – or drive a different c ar altogether 
It’s simple.  Drive as little as possible, car pool or take public transportation when you can, and keep your car tuned and your tires 
properly inflated.  Do that and you’ll create less pollution and save money by getting more miles to the gallon. 

Your house – not too hot, not too cold 
Half your household energy costs go towards heating and cooling.  Tune up your heating system, clean vents, close unused vents, and 
change filters in the vents.  Buy a programmable thermostat and if you have one, use it!  Add two degrees to the AC thermostat in 
summer, and two degrees in winter. If everyone did this, the cumulative impact is significant.  Make sure windows and doors are sealed.  

Tame the refrigerator monster 
Did you know that your friendly refrigerator has a voracious energy appetite? It is, by far, the single biggest consumer of electricity in the 
average household, responsible for 10-15 percent of the electricity you use each month. Turn on your "energy saver" switch near the 
thermostat.  Clean the condenser coil. This one, very simple thing can improve the efficiency of your refrigerator by a third! 

Buy and invest in Green Energy 
Many utilities now give consumers the option to buy "green power." Ask for it! If you invest, invest in green stocks and renewable energy 
companies through socially responsible funds. 
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Last fall, Agora moved to a new office space and is  eager to decorate and settle 
into this space.  Our office staff needs your help!   We want to make sure that while 

participating in renovations, we are keeping our en vironment in mind.  
 Please help us go green!! 

 
Write an essay highlighting at least 3 ways for Ago ra to have a “green” office and 
advice on how to implement these practices.  Submit  your essay by May 15, 2008 

to Mr. Miller jmiller@agora.org  .   
Essays will be reviewed and winners will be announc ed on May 23, 2008. 

 
1st Prize:  iPod 

2nd Prize:  $25 Gift Card 
3rd Prize:  $10 Gift Card 
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  Did you know? 
The community chest has over 40 recorded parent workshops that you  

can log into and view at your leisure? 
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Join us at the Elluminate Bus Stop 

 
Tuesday, April 15th – Special Education  

Tuesday, April 22nd  
Monday, April 28th  

9:00pm  
 

Click here to enter the online meeting room 
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Agora High School Students recently participated in a Poetry Contest.  

Below are a few of the winning entries. 
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WE NEED YOU! 

 

2nd Annual Day on the Hill 
 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 
 

Join us as we celebrate our Public Cyber Schools in  Harrisburg! 
Pennsylvania State Capitol Building 
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AGENDA 
AGENDA  

 
Check-in (fountain, rear Capitol bldg.) 9:30 AM 

Meet with Legislators 10:00 AM–1:00 PM 

Rally and Press Conference, Awards (fountain, rear Capitol bldg.) 1:00 PM 

Meet with Legislators 2:00 PM–4:00 PM 
�

5������#�65�������
�������������������������������� ������%� www.pacyberfamilies.org . 
 

Agora T-Shirts will be distributed to all participa ting families and students  

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITMENT TO SERVE STUDENTS 
 
Agora is committed to the full implementation of NC LB and IDEA 2004.  We believe special education stu dents can achieve at 
the same high standards as are required for all stu dents enrolled in our schools when given the suppor ts necessary for 
success as outlined by their IEP.  Therefore, we wi ll ensure that our enrolled special education stude nts will have full access to 
those curricular offerings that are aligned to Penn sylvania state academic achievement standards for t heir age appropriate 
grade level. 
 
If you suspect your child is experiencing an area ( s) of weakness cognitively, socially/emotionally or  physically, talk to your 
teacher or an Agora Administrator. We can discuss s creening methods as a Response to Intervention or c onduct a Child Study 
Team Meeting. 
 
CHAPTER 15 / 504 SERVICE PLAN 
 
Under Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act  of 1973, and under the Federal Americans with Disa bilities Act, some school 
age children with disabilities who do not meet the eligibility criteria may nevertheless be eligible f or special protections and for 
adaptations and accommodations in instruction, faci lities and activities.  Children are entitled to su ch protections, adaptations 
and accommodations if they have a documented mental  or physical disability that substantially limits o r prohibits participation 
in or access to an aspect of the school program.  
 
Any child enrolled in Agora that you suspect has a disability should be referred to the child’s teache r, Principal or Director of 
Special Education.  You may contact Judy Deemer, Sp ecial Education Coordinator by calling 215.673.2614  or emailing 
jdeemer@agora.org .  

Submit an important update or information going in your community that you would like to 
tell others about and we will review and include in upcoming issues of the newsletter.  
 
Are you part of a network of parents or belong to a special chat group that you would like to 
invite other Agora parents to join. Send me the information and I will be sure to include it in 
upcoming issues of the newsletter. If it’s something you would like to read in the newsletter 
I’m sure other parents would want to as well!  
 
Send your ideas to Susie Siever at ssiever@k12.com.  
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1-866-626-6413  
With this number you will be able to each two suppo rt departments at K12:  
 
Customer Care – Choose option 1  if you have issues with:  
Materials  
Navigation/login issues  
PC/Printer receipt & delivery  
Usernames/passwords  
 
K12 Technical Support  – Choose option 2  if you have issues with:  
Hardware 
Software 
Platform issues 
Elluminate  
 
Normal Hours of Operation:  
Monday-Friday 8:00AM-8:00PM EST  
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60 Chestnut Avenue  
Devon, PA 19333  

 
Toll Free: 877-362-4672 

 
Fax: 610-254-8969  

 
Email: info@agora.org 

 
 

AUN Number:  
126510020 

 
School Number:  

7858 

Event Updates  
See us at: 

www.agora.org   


